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Overview 

The Willem C. Vis International Commercial Arbitration Moot is a competition for law 

students. The Moot involves a dispute arising out of a contract of sale between two countries 

that are party to the United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of 

Goods. The contract provides that any dispute that might arise is to be settled by arbitration in 

Danubia, a country that has enacted the UNCITRAL Model Law on International Commercial 

Arbitration and is a party to the Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign 

Arbitral Awards. The arbitral rules to be applied rotate yearly. After a basic introduction to 

the history, principles and legal sources of international sales law, the course will focus on the 

United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods (Vienna, 1980) 

(CISG), and discuss several issues concerning international sales transactions, dispute 

resolution and arbitration. The course will be practice oriented, therefore it will be focusing 

on the practical aspects. The course materials include compulsory readings and case law 

materials. 

The outline of the issues to be covered during the classes is the following: 

Introduction to International Sales Law, Legal Sources of International Sales Law 

The United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods 

(Vienna, 1980) (CISG) 

Dispute resolution, arbitration 

Working method: 

Students are expected to read the material in advance and discuss it in class. The materials can 

be downloaded from the e-learning (Moodle) site of the course.  All students should read the 

material carefully beforehand and be prepared to explain it and comment on it.  

Assessment:  

regular attendance (students are allowed to miss two classes per semester) 

written piece, oral presentation 
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